When he was appointed archbishop of San Salvador in 1977, Bishop Romero
was considered a very “safe” choice. He had served as auxiliary bishop there
for four years before his three years as bishop of Santiago de Maria.

Seminary classes in El Salvador preceded his studies at Rome’s Gregorian
University and his ordination in 1942. After earning a doctorate in ascetical
theology, he returned home and became a parish priest.

Three weeks after his appointment as archbishop, Romero was shaken by the
murder of his good friend Jesuit Father Rutilio Grande, a vigorous defender of
the rights of the poor. Five more priests were assassinated in the Archdiocese
of San Salvador during Romero’s years as its shepherd.

When a military junta seized control of the national government in 1979,
Archbishop Romero publicly criticized the US government for backing the
junta. His weekly radio sermons, broadcast throughout the country, were
regarded by many as the most trustworthy source of news available.

He was murdered while saying Mass in 1980. On February 3, 2015, Pope
Francis authorized a decree recognizing Oscar Romero as a martyr for the
faith. His beatification took place in San Salvador on May 23, 2015, and he
was canonized on October 14, 2018.

You can watch a short video about his life HERE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDAUMTIGg2g

