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Revelation 4 

The beast of the sea 

 Sea is a hostile place, home of evil; Leviathan (Gen 1:21) Beasts in Daniel also come from the sea 

 Body of a leopard (Persia) 

 Feet of a bear (Median empire) 

 Head of a lion (Babylonian empire) 

 For John, beast represents Roman Empire 

 Names on head are blasphemy 

 Mortal wound, now healed—perhaps Nero, who committed suicide, leaving empire without a 

leader for a year when Vespaian took the throne after a civil war 

 John preaching against the cult of the empire—the Roman empire thinks it is in charge, but in 

reality it is God in charge 

 Beast can only act for 42 months (3.5 years, half of 7) 

 Those who worship beast will not have their names inscribed in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 Verse 9—if you have ears... 

 Verse 10– captivity—is a call to endurance and trust no matter what happens. 

 

The second beast 

 Behemoth– land monster 

 Also has the authority of the dragon/Satan 

 Imperial religion—the emperor? 

 False prophet—can work miracles/signs and wonders  

 Mark—Emperors head on coins—mark of the beast v. seal of the Lamb 

 The number {666} stands for the name of the beast—Jewish practice of assigning numbers to let-

ters.-gematria—possibly Nero    

 https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/hebraica/about-gematria 

 Beginning of end for Solomon—received 666 talents of gold in a single year 

  

 Wolf in sheep’s clothing—this beast has horns of Lamb, but is parody of Lamb—he is deceiver 

 Christians were stuck between religious apostacy and Roman punishment  (Silence—Of Gods and 

Men—Calvary)  
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Revelation 4 

Vision of the Lamb 

 John has another vision of the Lamb—standing on Mount Zion/Jerusalem (David with Richard 

Gere) 

 Those sealed by lamb are also there—144,000 (a number of fullness upon fullness upon fullness) 

 Psalm 2: I myself have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain 

 Traditional Jews would see this as the place to gather and await the Messiah 

 John hears sounds associated with theophany—thunder, rushing water, harps—and the 144,000 

singing a new song of praise to God 

 Only those ransomed by the Lamb can learn this song. 

 Sexual celibacy? Soldiers awaiting a holy war? Refusal to participate in imperial cult? 

 They follow the lamb wherever he goes. 

 

The Messages of Three Angels—God’s Judgment is near 

 First angel is evangelizing– an invitation to repent and worship the one true God 

 Second angel has message of doom for Babylon/Rome—fire/brimstone—no rest for the wicked 

 Third angel has admonition: if you give in to the enticements/peer pressure of Romans, you will 

not be spared. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord… their deeds follow them 

 

The Harvest 

 Vision of one who like the son of Man with crown on his head and wielding a sickle...the time for 

the harvest is here.  

 Waits for angels’ commands to begin the reaping—angel comes from God with message 

 Harvest and wine making are generally joyous events, but here they involve suffering from God’s 

wrath (Battle Hymn of the Republic— https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/civil-

war-music-battle-hymn-republic 

 Judgment is comprehensive, transformative and absolute 

 

The Seven Bowls 

 Another vision—a sign, great and awe-inspiring. 

 Seven angels, with seven last plagues 

 Sea of glass, mingled with fire, harps and singing 

 Four creatures give plagues in seven bowls to angels; smoke from God’s glory obscures Him 

 Bowls will be poured out in succession, without any time for regathering. 
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Revelation 4 

The Seven Bowls 

 Like the seals and the trumpets, the bowls are poured in succession 

 Like trumpets, represent plagues of Egypt 

 First bowl—poured on earth and those who side with Satan develop boils and skin diseases. 

 Second is poured into sea—sea turns to blood and all in it dies 

 Third is poured into rivers and fresh water springs—they turn to blood 

Angel of waters breaks out in prayer praising God’s justice—altar joins in praise 

 Fourth bowl is poured on sun, scorching people of earth, who curse God. 

 Plagues—as in Egypt are a call to repentance—a tool for conversion—but people do not repent 

 Fifth bowl is poured upon the throne of the beast, resulting in a desperate darkness over the 

earth. 

 Sixth bowl is poured on Euphrates River, drying it up so that Rome’s enemies can easily enter—

likely Parthians 

 Three spirits emerge from mouth of dragon—deceivers 

 Behold—you know not the hour nor the day = referring to honor 

 Mountain of Margiddo—located between River Jordan and Mount Carmel in northern Israel.  

Here will be the battle to end all battles—Armageddon 

 Seventh bowl is poured out into the air and we hear “It is done” - God’s wrath is complete. 

 Noises of theophany—hailstones 100 pounds each, earthquake  - but still they did not repent 


