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Revelation—Meeting 2 

Chapter 1—4-8 

 Threes:  God who is, was and is to come 

 Jesus: faithful witness, firstborn, ruler of kings 

  Loves us, freed us from sin, made us a kingdom and priests of God 

  God is sovereign 

  Because of Christ, we have hope and consolation 

Seven churches could mean all churches of Asia as seven is the number of completeness. 

We who hear are at the end of the chain: God, Jesus, Angel, reader, hearers 

When is the end?  For each of us, our time on earth is the only time we have to fulfill our call-

ing; death is the end of time for us.  Our span of years is important; we are precious in the 

eyes of God. 

 

FIRST VISION 1:9-20 

John, of Patmos, on the Lord’s Day, caught up in the spirit 

In John’s mind, three ways of participating in Christian Life: the distress (persecution or tribu-

lation) kingdom—hope in God’s power over evil at end of time; endurance—how we are to 

face tribulation. 

TRUMPETLIKE Voice behind him  (trumpet would announce festivals, etc.) 

Vision has 3 parts:  the account of the vision, John’s response to the vision and interpretation 

of the vision. 

  People believed that power to act resides in hands and feet 

  Will, intellect, judgment are in eyes and heart. 

  Sword represented eschatological judgment/words are judgment 

  Clothes like priests of the temple 

  Greco-Roman culture 7 is sign of world domination (Rainbow– coins) 

  Do not be afraid 

  Angels are heavenly counterparts of the earthly communities 

  Christ in our midst offers comfort—and challenge.
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 Letters to the Seven Churches 
 To the spirit of the Church in _____________________ 
 Write/say this _______________________________ 
 I know….. (message of consolation—what are we doing today?) 
 Yet I hold this against you …..  (what are the challenges we face today?) 
 To the victor I will give….. 
 Who has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says….* 
 
Ephesus 
 Important commercial center bc of its location at mouth of river Cayster 
 Population of 250,000 
 Josephus tells us there is a substantial Jewish population here 
 Paul wrote to Ephesians; Apostle John and Mary had connections with Ephesus 
 Temple of Artemis, Greek mother goddess of fertility/one of 7 wonders of the world 
 Initial zeal has waned 
 Eat of the tree—return to an intimate relationship with God  (sacred tree of Artemis) 
 

 from parables of Jesus – do we hear and just let the words go in one ear and out the other, 

or do we seek understanding of what we hear? 

 

 

https://catholic-resources.org/Art/Revelation-Art.htm 

 

Smyrna 

 North of Ephesus, on west coast of Asia Minor 
 Good harbor; commercial city 
 Temple to Roma 
 No accusation, but acknowledges economic poverty 
 Rich in faith 
 Contention between Jews (legal religion) and Jewish Christians 
 Second death will not harm victor 
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 Pergamum 
 Established in 3rd century—became Roman province during reign of Augustus 31BC-14AD) 
 Center of learning, extensive library, center for arts and sculpture 
 Asclepius—Greek god of healing—medical care and rhetoric 
 Also temple to Zeus—Roman god 
 Agriculture, textiles, silver mines, parchment 
 Satan has his throne here 
 City is harboring those who teach that idolatry and Christianity can coexist 
 Hidden manna (allusion to Exodus) 
 White amulet 

 
Thyatira 
 In Lydia 
 Civic center; known for wool 
 Place of Lydia, Paul’s convert and maker of purple cloth 
 Sun god Helius—Jesus is Son of God 
 Jezebel—Cannanite queen of King Ahab—worship of fertility gods 
 Morning star 

  
Sardis 

 Inland 
 One of four centers of Roman assembly 
 Melito, bishop of Sardis in 2nd century 
 Nothing good to say about Sardis 
 Names will be written in book of life 

 
Philadelphia 
 Located between Smyrna and Sardis 
 Founded in 2 century by kings of Pergamum 
 Fertile place for agriculture, leather work and textiles 
 Susceptible to earthquakes 
 Deity –Dionysius, god of wine 
 Some martyrs including Polycarp at Smryna 
 Key of David 
 Little power, but there is an open door before you…. 
 
Laodicea 
 Southeast of Philadelphia 
 Major commercial city near hot springs; founded by Greeks and under Roman rule became 

center for clothing and carpets made of a special black wool 
 Medical school, banking center, very wealthy 
 Christ is Amen—they are lukewarm in their faith 
 They will be given new garments, new sight, seat on God’s throne 
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Vision of God’s Throne and the Lamb 
 Theophany—revelation or manifestation of God 
 Typically on mountains 
 Imagery of throne mirrors Hellenists 
 24 elders—12 apostles and 12 tribes? 
 Wearing white, crowns of gold 
 Seven Spirits—angels who sit before God’s throne 
 Four Living Creatures (watchers, merkabah in Jewish hierarchy of angels) 
 Covered with eyes—eagle, ox, lion, man 
 Scroll will dispense justice—opened by lion of tribe of Judah and the root (David) 
 Lamb bears marks of slaughter but is alive—seven horns represent fullness of power; eyes full-

ness of knowledge 
 Lamb has earned right to open the scroll—slaughtered, ransomed holy ones, made a kingdom for 

them. 

 
Seven Seals 
 First four seals 
  Rider on White Horse represents victory in war.  Perhaps Parthians—equestrian armies 

known for skill against Romans—God let them win 
  Second horse, bright red, bloodshed.   Wields sword with permission—God is in charge

– rider takes peace from world—civil strife 
 Third—black horse—rider has a scale for buying and selling—another consequence of 

war—famine—oil and wine excluded—ritual elements? Or God’s will is not complete anni-
hilation? 

 Four—sickly green—Hades and rider given power to unleash consequences of war on 1/4 
of earth 

 
Four horses also appear in Zechariah (1:8-17)   How long must Jerusalem wait for God’s mer-
cy? God is in charge, just and merciful.  Horsemen are sent out to take away the peace of 
Rome. (John sees Rome as ultimate foe of believers.)  


